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Abstract 

This working paper gives an account of government, individual and funder philanthropic response during 

the first wave of COVID-19 pandemic. The aim is to explain what these actors have done to support Third 

sector organizations, giving some insights to evaluate the effectiveness of these interventions. Through the 

analysis of twenty case studies in Italy and abroad, a specific focus has been devoted to institutional 

philanthropy and its role during the emergency.  

The main findings indicate that, on the one hand, most of the time national governments have introduced 

general and insufficient measures to support nonprofits, on the other hand since the outbreak of 

pandemic there has been an unprecedented amount of private donations which surpassed any other 

disaster giving. 

At global level, more than 50% of philanthropic giving came from corporate sector, as well as in Italy where 

corporate giving accounted for two-thirds of all donations. As regards the role of institutional philanthropy, 

many players have implemented several initiatives to help civil society and nonprofit sector to survive during 

the pandemic, but without taking comprehensive and coordinated action to address it.  

Whereas in USA and UK the emergency fund has been the most widely used pandemic response, in the 

rest of Europe institutional funders have used call for proposal as main instrument to provide additional 

resources. In wide terms, the most innovative support interventions have included: call for proposals 

addressed to organizations, international partnerships, co-planning interventions, a mix of grants, facilitated 

financing and capacity building actions. 

In addition, Coronavirus pandemic has also boosted the debate on the key role of institutional philanthropy, 

with a special focus on its development towards a more strategic approach. This unprecedented 

emergency could become an opportunity for philanthropic organizations to look beyond and work together 

to play a truly strategic and long-term function. 

 


